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TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE 
OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
LOUISIANA. 

In  compliance  with  a  provision  of  the  law  for  organizing 
the  Insane  Asylum  of  Louisiana,  the  undersigned,  constituting 
the  Board  of  Administrators  of  said  asylum,  repectfully  sub¬ 
mit  the  following : 


REPORT. 

Since  the  date  (1st,  January,  1852),  of  our  last  report  to 
the  Legislature,  the  Institution  under  our  care  has  been  con¬ 
siderably  extended  in  its  accommodations,  and,  as  we  hope 
and  believe,  in  its  usefulness.  The  eastern  detached  building, 
then  in  course  of  erection,  has  since  been  completed,  and  is 
occupied  by  the  noisy  and  violent  female  patients,  for  whose 
accommodation  and  security  it  was  designed;  and  the  eastern 
wing  of  the  main  edifice  has  also  been  erected  since  the  date 
mentioned.  It  is  occupied  by  the  more  quiet  and  orderly  fe¬ 
male  patients,  and  has  been  fitted  and  furnished  to  the  extent 
deemed  imperatively  necessary. 

These  additions  to  the  buildings  have  added  largely  to  the 
capacity  of  the  Asylum  for  accommodating  the  insane  and 
their  attendants,  and  it  is  believed  that  as  many  as  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  patients  and  their  needful  nurses,  &c.,  would 
not,  at  present,  overstock  this  institution.  But  a  reference  to 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  patients  has,  at  all  times,  been 
equal  to  the  ability  of  the  Asylum  to  receive  them,  raises  the 
presumption  that  such  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  even  should 
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the  present  capacity  of  the  Institution  be  doubled  or  trebled. 

During  the  five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  it  was  first 
opened,  326  insane  persons  have  been  admitted.  Of  these, 
78  were  in  the  Institution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1852;  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1853  the  number  was  85 ;  and  on  the  1st 
of  January,  instant,  132.  Six  to  eight  additional  patients 
would  now  fill  the  asylum  to  its  utmost  capacity  for  their 
proper  accommodation,  and  a  week  may  not  pass  without  a 
greater  number  being  presented  for  admission.  It  has  fre¬ 
quently  happened  that  applicants  for  admission  could  not  be 
received  for  lack  of  room,  and  the  like  will  probably  again 
occur.  A  completion  of  the  main  Edifice,  conformably  to  the 
architectural  design  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Administrators, 
would  enable  the  Institution  to  accommodate,  in  all,  about  250 
patients,  with  superintendants,  nurses,  &c.,  and  we  are  of  the 
belief  that  preparations  for  its  completion  should  be  commen¬ 
ced  immediately.  The  two  wings  are  completed  and  in  use, 
but  the  central  building  or  portion  of  the  edifice  cannot  be 
commenced  until  funds  shall  have  been  provided  for  the 
purpose. 

The  act  of  1852  authorizing  the  Board  of  Administrators 
to  purchase  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  was  rendered  imprac¬ 
ticable  of  fulfillment  by  the  proviso,  “Provided  that  said  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  does  not  exceed  the  price  of  one  thous¬ 
and  dollars,”  A  committee  of  the  Board,  specially  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  made  inquiry  and  examination  in  regard  to 
the  prices  and  qualities  of  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Asylum, 
and  reported  “twenty  dollars  per  acre,”  as  the  minimum 
price  at  which  a  track  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  Institution 
could  be  purchased ;  and  the  Board,  in  view  of  the  many  rea¬ 
sons  rendering  the  acquisition  of  such  a  property  desirable, 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  disregarding  the  proviso  men¬ 
tioned,  and  made  the  purchase.  The  track  thus  acquired ,  con¬ 
tains  one  hundred  and  nineteen  acres ,  and  lies  adjoining  the 
lands  previously  owned  by  the  Asylum.  It  is  better  suited  to 
the  wants  of  the  institution  (being  well  covered  with  timber, 
and  of  fair  quality  for  agricultural  purposes),  than  any  other 
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equal  extent  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  A  commence¬ 
ment  has  been  made  for  a  small  farm,  and  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  the  Asylum,  by  the  labor  of  its  inmates,  will,  in 
a  year  or  two,  be  able  to  produce  from  it  a  sufficiency  of  corn, 
potatoes,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Institution,  and  save,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  a  large  annual  expenditure  for  fuel.  Of  the  salutary  in¬ 
fluence  likely  to  be  exerted  on  the  patients  by  rural  labor,  we 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  speak,  it  is  so  obvious. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  portion  of  the  fund,  spe¬ 
cially  designed  by  the  Legislature  for  building  purposes,  was 
devoted  by  the  Board  to  a  different  use.  The  large  influx  of 
patients  during  the  latter  part  of  1853,  the  increased  attend¬ 
ance  necessary,  and  the  enhanced  value  of  all  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  rendered  it  impossible  to  meet  the  cost  of  supporting 
the  Asylum  with  the  fund  specially  intended  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  building  fund  being  in  excess  of  current  demands  upon 
it,  a  portion  thereof  was  diverted  from  its  intended  use,  to  be 
applied  for  purposes  of  support. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  accompanying 
Report  of  the  Asylum  Physician,  who,  as  you  will  perceive, 
expi  esses  an  opinion  adverse  to  that  of  the  Board  regard¬ 
ing  the  extent  of  existing  accommodations  for  patients,  but 
coincides  in  our  views  of  the  necessity  for  an  additional 
building. 

According  to  the  seventh  Census  of  the  United  States,  made 
in  1850,  there  were  in  Louisiana  381  insane  and  idiotic  persons. 
Assuming  the  present  number  at  400,  and  making  a  liberal  al¬ 
lowance  for  such  as  their  friends  may  find  it  convenient  or 
pi  opei  to  letain  at  home,  it  is  manifest  that  public  provision 
for  the  support  and  security  of  these  unfortunates  is  much 
short  of  what  is  needed. 

This  Asylum,  when  completed  to  the  extent  contemplated 
by  the  original  design,  will,  as  before  stated,  afford  accommo- 
nations  tor  about  250  patients,  and  their  needful  attendants — 
which  number  is  thought  to  be  the  maximum  of  what  it  is 
proper  to  congregate  within  the  bounds  of  a  single  establish- 


ment.  That  it  should  be  thus  completed,  we  deem  too  evident 
to  require  further  proof  than  what  has  been  adduced. 

For  the  siipport  of  the  Asylum  during  the  current  year,  the 
Board  respectfully  ask  from  you  an  appropriation  of  Fifteen 
Thousand  Dollars  ;  and  for  building  purposes,  one  of  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars.  The  last  named  sum  will  be  insufficient 
to  erect  the  Centre  Building  contemplated  by  the  architectural 
design  adopted,  and  thus  far  followed  out,  but  is  as  much  as 
will  be  needed  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  year. 

There  is  a  balance  of  One  Thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  due  on  the  land  purchased  for  the  Asylum,  and 
our  estimate  for  the  cost  of  support  is  enhanced  to  that  extent 
in  the  appropriation  solicited. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  W.  SCOTT, 

D.  J.  FLUKER, 

P.  FISHBURN, 

JOHN  F.  McKNEELY, 

T.  F.  NO  ONE. 

Board  of  Administrator *. 
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To  Thos.  W.  Scott,  President,  &c. 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Administrators  of  the  Insane  Asylum  of  Louisiana,  I  herewith 
submit  the  following — being  a  Biennial  Report  of  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  for  the  years  1852  and  1853  : 

Condensed  Statement  of  Receipts  for  the  year  1852. 

1852. 

Jan.  1.  Balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer  from 

the  year  1851,  $  1923  00 

“  To  amount  received  from  pay  patients 

during  the  year  1852,  1724  10 

“  Amount  received  from  the  State  Trea¬ 
surer  during  the  year  1852,  17,175  08 


Total  amount  of  receipts  during  the  year  1852,  $20,822  18 


Condensed  Statement  of  Expenditures  during  the  year  1859.. 


B j  amount  paid  Superintendent  for  the  support  of 

the  Institution  for  the  year  1852,  $5899 

“  Superintendent  of  Detached  Build¬ 
ing,  2(  2 

u  Stull  &  McMern  for  carpenters 

work  on  detached  building,  943 

“  C.  Meddows,  for  painting  detached 

buildings,  100 

“  Elfreth  &  Hazard  for  plastering- 

detached  building,  242 

“  Jessee  Barkdell  for  copper  work,  152 

“  Elfreth  &  Hazard  balance  due  on 

brick  work,  225 

“  Elfreth  &  Hazard  advance  on  con¬ 

tract  for  making  bricks  for  the 
Eastern  wing  of  Asylum,  2400 

“  Laborers  for  digging  foundation  of 

oO  C 

Eastern  wing,  80 

“  Vfilson  &  Donnelly  on  contract  for 

carpenter’s  work  on  same,  1900 

“  Mclvor  &  Co.  for  buildiug  fence,  218 

“  Stull  &  McMinn,  repairs  on  old 

building,  124 

“  Price  &  Coulon,  plumbers,  550 

“  Printing  Annual  Report,  &c.,  103 

“  Miscellaneous  small  bills  for  lum¬ 
ber,  hauling,  labor,  &c.,  3S8 


Total  amount  of  Expenditures  during  the  year 

1852,  $13530 

D.  J.  FLUKER, 

Treasurer. 


36 

91 

23 

00 

00 

87 

00 

00 

00 

00 

20 

59 

44 

90 

00 

46 
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Condensed  Statement  of  Expenditures  during  the  year  1853. 


1853. 

Jan.  1.  By  amount  paid  Superintendent  for  the 
support  of  the  Asylum,  during 
the  year  1853,  $14092  98 

“  Elfreth  &  Hazard,  for  bricks  and 

brick  work  on  the  East  wing  of 
Asylum,  4450  00 

“  Wilson  &  Donnelly,  for  wood  work 

and  slating  on  the  same,  6800  00 

T.  Pliant,  for  painting  the  same,  490  00 

“  Mr.  McKuriek.  for  plastering  the 

•same,  1776  20 

i:  Price  &  Cou'on,  for  plumbing,  2262  36 

“  F.  Serif,  for  bedsteads  and  mat¬ 
rasses,  600  00 

A.  Delamber,  for  copper  work,  258  00 

Mrs.  J.  Ct.  Fishburn,  in  part  pay¬ 
ment  for  119  acres  of  land,  1000  00 

li  Chilson  &  Co.,  for  hot  air  furnaces,  500  00 

u  Superintendent  of  new  building  to 

settle  various  small  bills,  for 
which  satisfactory  vouchers  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Board,  2024  00 


Total  amount  of  Expenditures,  $34891  54 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  on  1st  Jan- 

mry,  1854,  1179  50 


Bespe  ;  tful  1  v 


suomitted, 

0.  J. 


$36071  04 

FLUKER, 

Treasurer. 
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The  foregoing  Biennial  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  having  been  examined  in  Committee  of  the  whole,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Administrators  thereof,  was  approved 
of  as  being  correct.  THOS.  W.  SCOTT, 

Jan.  23d,  1854,  President. 


Condensed  Statement  of  Receipts  for  the  year  1853. 


1853 

Jan.  1.  To  balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
from  1852, 

“  Amount  received  from  pay  patients  during 
this  year 

u  Amount  received  from  James  King,  for¬ 
mer  Superintendent,  not  being  account¬ 
ed  for  in  his  monthly  reports  for  part 
of  the  year  1853,  in  error, 
u  Amount  received  from  the  State  Treasurer 
during  the  year, 


$7291  6T 
804  40 


150  00 
27824  97 


Total  amount  of  receipts  during  the  year  1853,  $36071  04 


REP  OUT 


OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  INSANE  ASYLUM  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  LOUISIANA  FOR  THE  YEARS  1852  and  1853. 


To  the  Administrators  of  the  Asylum. 

Gentlemen :  —  At  the  close  of  the  year  1851,  there  were  in 
the  Asylum,  78  patients,  according  to  the  following  table : 


In  the  Asylum,  Dec.  31,  1851, 

TOl’AL. 

78 

MALES. 

33 

FEMALES. 

45 

Admitted  in  the  year  1852, 

40 

25 

15 

— 

— 

- - 

Whole  number  in  the  year, 

118 

58 

60 

Discharged  recovered, 

9 

2 

7 

Removed, 

5 

4 

1 

Eloped, 

6 

6 

0 

Died, 

13 

6 

7 

Whole  number  of  discharges, 

33 

18 

15 

Remaining,  Dec.,  31,  1852, 

85 

40 

45 

Admitted  in  1853, 

83 

50 

33 

Whole  number  in  the  year, 

168 

90 

78 

Discharged  recovered, 

4 

2 

2 

Removed, 

4 

2 

2 

Eloped, 

1 

1 

1 

Died, 

27 

17 

10 

Whole  number  of  discharges, 
Remaining  in  the  Asylum,  Dec  31, 

36 

22 

14 

1853, 

132 

68 

64 

The  above  table  shows  that  two  hundred  and  one  patients 
have  been  in  the  Asylum  in  the  past  two  years. 
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I  cannot  say  that  this  number  In.",  been  unde.  tie  tment 
for  insanity,  for,  as  this  is  a  perpetual  asylum,  affording  a 
home  for  life  to  the  hopelessly  insane,  a  sufficient  number  of  that 
class  have  accumulated  in  the  State,  to  more  than  occupy  the 
room  we  now  have. 

The  admissions  in  1852  were  forty,  twenty -five  males  and 
fifteen  females.  The  number  discharged  recovered  was  nine, 
two  males  and  seven  females. 

There  were  five  remove-:! ;  one  impro  ring  fast  at  the  time  of 
removal,  who  recovered  a  short  time  after,  and  four  whose 
prospect  for  recovery  was  decidedly  bad. 

The  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  thirteen,  sir:  males  and 
seven  females.  They  we.  e  from  the  following  causes :  Five 
from  Chronic  Diarrhoea,  two  from  Marasmus,  one  from  Old 
age,  the  subject  being  ninety-four,  one  from  C’hlorasis,  one 
from  Disease  of  the  Lungs,  one  from  fits  and  one  from 
Chronic  Dysentery. 

The  admissions  of  1858  were  :  iglity-tie  ft  /  rf:.  m.:l 
thirty-three  females.  Fifty  one  of  the  whole  number  came  in 
November  and  December.  These  had  been  accumulating  in 
New  Orleans  for  want  of  room  here  to  receive  them. 

The  number  discharged  recovered  was  only  loir.  :  ■  r  males 
and  two  females.  There  were  four  removed,  two  males  and 
two  females.  Two  were  much  improved,  one  of  them  was  per¬ 
fectly  rational,  and  has,  I  believe,  continued  so,  and  I  could 
have  pronounced  him  recovered,  had  it  been  a  first  or  second 
attack,  the  other  had  a  fair  prospect  of  recovery. 

The  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  twenty-seven,  and  from 
the  following  causes  :  Eight  of  Diarrhoea,  one  of  Lead  Cholic, 
three  of  Phthysis  Pulmonasic,  two  of  Fits,  one  of  Dropsy,  one 
of  general  Palsy,  one  of  Maramus,  one  of  Flux,  two  of  Yellow 
Fever,  three  of  Cholera  Morbus,  and  four  of  Cholera. 

The  two  patients  who  died  with  Yellow  Fc'Ter  came  through 
an  infected  district  on  their  way  here,  and  arrived  with  the 
disease  in  them.  It  did  not  spread  in  the  Asylum. 

-i  — 

We  received  patients  from  the  City  or.  the  21st  November, 


among  whom  tiwr  were  wo  decided  cases  of  Cholera,  and  on 
■  he  24t.h  of  rhe  same  month  we  received  more  patients  from 
tne  City  with  two  more  cases  of  Cholera,  all  of  which  proved 
fatal.  Othet  s  had  premonitory  symptoms,  which  were  checked. 

The  disease  did  not  spread. 

The  to  wn  of  Jackson  was  visited  last  fall  with  an  epidemic, 
which  was,  by  some  called  yellow  fever,  and  by  ethers  dengue. 
P  it  was  yellow  never,  it  was  of  a  much  milder  type  than  it  was 
anywhere  else,  as  it  prevailed  pretty  extensively,  and  caused 
but  five  deaths  among  a  population  of  about  six  hundred. — 
There  was  not  a  single  case  of  the  disease  among  the  patients 
or  attendants  in  the  Asylum.  Neither  has  the  Institution  been 
visited  with  an  epidemic  of  any  kind  since  it  was  established. 

Diarrhoea  is  the  most  troublesome  disease  we  ha,ve  to  con¬ 
tend  with.  It  lias  been  treated  here  with  Blue  Mass  and 
Dovers  Powders,  Sub.  Nit.  of  Bismuth,  Sulph.  of  Copper  and 
Opium,  Sulphuric  Acid,  Sulphate  of  Iron  and  Sulph.  of  Alu- 
men  and  Potass,  Acer,  of  Lead  and  Opium  and  by  Cod  Liver 
Oil.  Some  cases  have  recovered,  some  have  been  improved, 
and  life  prolonged.  But  generally  when  a  disposition  to  chronic 
diarrhoea  is  manifested,  the  disease,  as  though  checked,  recurs 
again  and  again,  until  it  finally  terminates  in  death. 

Since  our  last  Report,  the  Eastern  detached  bunding  for 
noisy  and  violent  females,  has  been  finished,  and  the  Eastern 
wing  of  the  Asylum  entirely  built,  and  was  more  than  filled 
with  patients  as  soon  as  it  was  ready  for  their  reception.  We 
have  now  only  accommodation  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
patients  without  leaving  a  spare  room.  We  have  one  hundred 
and  thirty  two,  and  they  must  necesssarily  accumulate  in  the 
City  from  our  want  of  room  to  receive  them  here. 

The  main  building  is  now  as  much  wanted  as  the  Eastern 
wing  was  at  the  date  of  our  last  report. 

The  detached  buildings  for  the  noisy,  violent  and  filthy,  do 
not  now  afford  more  than  halt  sufficient  room.  Thev  require 
to  be  extended  to  twice  the  size. 

Of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  patients  received  into  this 
Institution,  thirty  five  only  have  been  pay  patients,  while  two 
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hundred  and  ninety  have  been  supported  by  the  State.  Of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  now  in  the  Asylum,  there  are  only 
four  pay  patients ;  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  are 
supported  by  the  State.  These  facts  shows  that  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  money  received  from  pay  patients  towards  the 
support  of  the  Institution. 

The  bodily  health  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  insane  sent 
here,  is  very  bad,  and  they  require  a  good,  generous  support  to 
prolong  their  lives,  make  them  comfortable,  and  to  afford  them 
every  chance  for  recovery. 

The  cost  of  support  for  the  past  two  years  must  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  considerably,  the  appropriation  of  the  Legislature  for 
that  purpose,  without  furnishing  any  sources  of  amusement  for 
the  patients. 

With  our  present  number,  the  Institution  cannot  be  comfor¬ 
tably  supported  the  present  year  for  less  than  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  beside  what  may  be  received  from  pay  patients. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  ASYLUM 

From  its  opening ,  November ,  1848,  to  December  81,  1858. 


TABLE  FIRST. 


Whole  number  of  patients 

admitted, 

TOTAL. 

325 

MALES. 

191 

FEMALES. 

134 

Whole  number  of  patients 

discharged, 

recovered, 

. 

53 

30 

23 

Whole  number  of  patients 

removed,  . 

25 

15 

10 

a  a 

eloped, 

19 

19 

0 

a  u 

died, 

95 

60 

35 

TABLE  SECOND. 

APPARENT  FORM  OF  INSANITY. 

Mania,  .  #  . 

69 

Demencia,  ........ 

.  178 

Epilepsy,  ........ 

12 

Mono-mania,  ....... 

.  15 

Idiocy,  ........ 

10 

Periodical,  ........ 

.  4 

Moral,  ........ 

2 

Melancholy, ........ 

.  19 

Mania  h  potu,  ....... 

2 

Homicidal,  ........ 

.  1 

Hypochondriasis,  ...... 

1 

Suicidal,  ........ 

.  3 

Puerperal,  ....... 

6 

Satyriasis,  ........ 

.  1 

Not  insane,  ....... 

.  '  1 

IS 


TABLE  THIRD 

MONTHLY  ADMISSIONS. 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April,  . 
May, 

June,  . 
July, 

August, 
September,  . 
October, 
November,  . 
December, 


10 

13 

24 
11 
16 

17 

18 
19 

9 

8 

18 

25 


TABLE  FOURTH. 

AGES  OF  PATIENTS  NOW  IN  THE  ASYLUM. 


Twenty  years  and  under,  -  -  -  -  -  16 

From  20  to  30  years . 41 

“  30  “  40  “  .....  45 

“  40  “  50  17 

“  50  “  60  “  .....  8 

“  60  “  70  “  .....  3 

“  70  “  80  “  2 
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TABLE  FIFTH. 

SHOWING  THE  NATIVITY. 

Ireland,  ..... 

Germany,  ..... 

France,  ..... 

England,  ..... 

Scotland,  ..... 

Prussia,  ------ 

Norway,  ..... 

Sweden,  ------ 

Spain,  - 

Portugal,  ..... 

Belgium,  ..... 

Italy,  ------ 

Austria,  - 
Canada,  -  - 

Nova  Scotia,  - 

Louisiana,  ..... 

North  Carolina,  .... 
Pennsylvania,  ..... 
New  Jersey,  - 

Tennessee,  ..... 

Maine,  ..... 

Massachusetts,  ..... 
Georgia,  ..... 

New  York,  ..... 
Indiana,  ..... 

Maryland,  ..... 

South  Carolina,  - 

Mississippi,  ..... 

Virginia,  ..... 

Ohio,  ...... 

Alabama,  -  .... 

West  Indies,  ..... 

Kentucky,  ..... 

Unknown,  -  -  -  - 


78 

60 

28' 

12 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

I 

67 

5 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

7 

5 

1 

4 

6 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


20 


TABLE  SIXTH. 

OCCUPATIONS  OF  MEN. 

.  Farmers, . 13 

Printers,  -........-2 

Merchants, . 8 

Tailors, . 8 

Laborers,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  .  64 

Seamen,  H 

Carpenters, .  7 

Coopers,  ..........  3 

Blacksmiths,  -  3 

Brick-masons,  .........  3 

Student, . 1 

Tin-smith, . 1 

Servants,  2 

Boatmen,  2 

Shoemakers, . 2 

Clerks,  . .  4 

Barber,  ..........  \ 

Clergyman,  2 

Civil  Engineer,  4 

Cabinet-maker, . 1 

Circus  rider, . 1 

Cooks,  - . 2 

Soldiers, . .  .  3 

Overseers,  . . 2 

Planters, . 7 

Comb  maker, . 1 

Teacher, . 3 

Physician, . \ 

Lawyers, . 3 

Thompsonian  Doctor,  ........  1 

Book  binder,  -  2 

Dancing  master,  . . 4 

Butcher, . J 
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Table  sixth ,  continued. 

Stone  cutter, . 1 

Pedler,  -  1 

Hunter, . 1 

Confectioner,  ---------  1 

Slaves, . 3 

Policeman,  - . 1 

Ship  carpenter,  ....-----1 

Machinist,  ---------  1 

Unknown,  .-.-------14 
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TABLE  SEVENTH. 

Shoiving  the  Parishes  from  ivhicli  the  patients  have  been  re- 
ceceived ,  and  the  number  from  each. 

Orleans,  ----.-  187 

Jefferson,  -  -  -  -  -  -  14 

Terrebonne  ------  5 

Lafourche,  ------  7 

St.  Mary,  ------  9 

East  Baton  Rouge,  -  -  -  -  -  8 

St.  Martin,  -  4 

St.  Landry,  -  -  -  -  -  -  10 

Bast  Feliciana,  -----  15 

St.  Charles,  -  -  -  -  1 

Rapides,  ------  3 

Natchitoches,  -  -  -  -  -  4 

Iberville,  -.----  4 

St.  James,  ------  2 

Ascension,  -----  5 

f  St.  John  Baptiste,  -  -  -  -  -  1 

DeSoto,  ------  4 

Franklin,  ------  1 

Sabine,  ------  2 

Ouachita,  ------  1 

Union,  3 

Claiborne,  ------  2 

Carroll,  ------  2 

Madison,  ------  1 

Jackson,  ------  3 

St.  Tammany,  ------  2 

Caddo,  -  -  -  -  -  2 

Tensas,  ------  1 

West  Feliciana,  -----  12 

Assumption,  -  -  -  .  ..  .4 

St.  Helena,  -  2 


23 


We  are  under  renewed  obligation  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
following  newspapers,  for  their  continued  kindness,  in  fur¬ 
nishing  reading  matter  to  the  inmates  of  this  Institution, 
which  has  added  greatly  to  their  comfort:  Daily  Delta,  New 
Orleans  Bee,  German  Gazette,  Baton  Rouge  Gazette,  Fe¬ 
liciana  Whig,  The  Trade  Journal  and  Jackson  Mirror. 

Earnestly  desiring  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  rest  upon 
this  Institution,  and  attend  all  efforts  for  the  relief  of  the  in¬ 
sane,  I  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

PREbTON  POND, 
Physician  to  the  Asylum. 


\ 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Administrators 

of  the  Insane  Asylum  of  Louisiana. 

The  undersigned  Superintendent,  &c.,  presents  the  following 
statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  support  of  the 
Insane  Asylum  during  the  last  two  years  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1852  and  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  1853 : 

1852.  Amount  received  during  the  year,  ending 

the  31st  of  December,  1852  $5899  35 

1853.  Amount  received  during  the  year,  ending 

the  31st  of  December,  1853  14092  98 

Total  amount  received  during  the  two  years,  19992  33 

The  whole  amount  of  Expenditures  during  the  last  two  years 
for  the  support  of  the  Institution,  has  been  as  follows,  viz  : 


For  salaries  and  wages  -  -  -  -  $7079  47 

Improvements  and  repairs,  -  -  -  2402  33 

Furniture  and  clothing,  ...  2000  97 

Provisions,  Flour  and  Bread,  -  -  -  2394  96 

Meal  and  corn,  ....  -  955  08 

Rice,  .....  188  68 

Potatoes,  .....  HI  50 

Beans,  -  -  -  -  -  .99  73 


Carried  forward,  -  $15232  72 
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Brought  forward, 

- 

$15232  72 

Butter,  - 

- 

167  85 

Cheese,  ... 

- 

18  68 

Mackerel,  ... 

- 

45  00 

Beef  and  pork, 

- 

2270  58 

Molasses,  ... 

- 

69  22 

Sugar,  ... 

- 

389  72 

Tea,  .... 

- 

99  85 

Coffee,  ... 

- 

367  23 

Provisions,  small  groceries, 

- 

327  20 

Salt,  ... 

. 

43  62 

Medical  supplies, 

- 

507  91 

Soap  and  candles, 

- 

220  16 

Stationery  and  printing,  - 

- 

91  62 

Freights  of  provisions, 

- 

129  76 

Postage,  ... 

- 

28  98 

Contingencies, 

- 

87  29 

Refunded  to  pay  patients, 

- 

139  27 

$20236  66 

E.  C. 

POWER, 

* 

Superintendent. 

The  foregoing  report  having  been  examined  in  Committee 
of  the  whole,  was  approved  of  as  being  correct. 

THOS.  W.  SCOTT, 
President . 


Jan.  23,  1854. 


ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS. 


Enquiries  are  frequently  made  by  letter,  and  otherwise,  as 
to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
admission  of  patients  to  the  Asylum;  also,  as  to  the  charges 
required  for  their  board,  &c.  Therefore,  for  the  information 
of  all  persons  interested  in  these  matters,  we  would  call  their 
especial  attention  to  the  11th  and  12th  sections  of  the  “Act 
organizing  the  Insane  Asylum  of  Louisiana,”  No.  69 ;  ap¬ 
proved  March  5th,  1847  ;  as  a  compliance  with  the  aforesaid 
sections,  is,  in  all  cases,  indispensable  to  the  admission  of 
patients  to  the  Asylum : 

uAn  Act  to  Establish  an  Insane  Asylum  in  the  State  of 

Louisiana. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  fc.,  That  hereafter,  when¬ 
ever  it  shall  be  known  to  the  Judge  of  the  District  wherein  said 
party  resides,  by  the  petition  and  oath  of  any'  individual,  that 
any  insane  person  ought  to  be  sent  to  or  confined  in  the  In¬ 
sane  Asylum  of  this  State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  District 
Judge  to  issue  a  warrant  to  bring  before  him  said  lunatic  or 
insane  person,  and  after  proper  inquiry  into  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  the  case,  if  in  his  opinion  said  lunatic  or  in¬ 
sane  person  ought  to  be  sent  to  or  confined  in  said  Insane 
Asylum,  he  shall  make  out  his  warrant  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
parish  in  which  said  lunatic  or  insane  person  may  reside,  com¬ 
manding  him  to  convey  said  lunatic  or  insane  person  to  said 
Insane  Asylum  ;  for  which  duty  the  said  Sheriff  shall  have  the 
right  to  demand  the  same  fees  as  axe  now  allowed  by  law  for 
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the  conveyance  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary  of  the  State, 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Parish  Treasury,  upon  the  order 
of  the  District  Judge,  and  likewise  all  other  expenses  pre¬ 
viously  incurred  in  bringing  said  insane  person  before  said  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge,  and  the  said  District  Judge  may  hear  the  case  in 
chambers  and  decide  summarily. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  fc.,  That  the  Board 
of  Administrators  shall  have  authority  to  receive  insane  pa¬ 
tients,  not  sent  to  said  Asylum  by  said  District  Judge,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  said  Board  may  see  fit  to  adopt ;  any 
money  so  received  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  In¬ 
stitution.” 

Section  3d  of  “An  Act  relative  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,” 
approved  March  10th,  1852,  enacts  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  fc..  That  whenever  appli¬ 
cation  is  made  by  the  friends  of  any  insane  person  to  the 
Clerk  of  any  District  Court  in  this  State,  for  a  certificate  that 
said  insane  person  is  in  indigent  circumstances,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  Clerk,  to  examine,  under  oath,  such  witness  or 
witnesses  as  may  babrought  before  him,  and  when  such  exami¬ 
nation  is  concluded,  said  Clerk  shall  give  or  refuse  said  cer¬ 
tificate,  as  in  justice  the  case  may  require :  and  said  Clerk  is 
hereby  empowered,  whenever  he  shall  deem  the  same  necessary, 
to  summon  before  him  as  in  ordinary  cases,  any  witnesses 
necessary  to  prove  whether  the  said  insane  person,  be,  or  be 
not  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  a  certificate  given  by  said 
Clerk  that  said  insane  person  is  in  indigent  circumstances, 
shall  entitle  the  person  therein  named  to  admission  into  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  without  charge. 

The  By-laws  of  the  Institution  also  provide : — “That,  when 
a  private  patient  is  admitted  as  a  pay  patient,  under  the  4th 
section,  as  above  quoted,  the  lowest  charge  authorized  by  law 
is  ten  dollars  per  moth ;  but,  when  the  patient  or  his  friends 
require  extra  fare  and  accommodations,  the  price  of  board,  &c., 
may  be  determined  by  the  Superintendent,  in  accordance  with 
the  accommodations  required  :  and  in  all  cases,  the  friends  of 
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the  patient,  or  those  who  may  accompany  him  to  the  Asylum, 
should  come  prepared  to  pay  six  month’s  board  in  advance ,  or 
to  give  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Asylum,  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  same.” 

Patients  are  sometimes  brought  to  the  Asylum  by  persons 
with  whom  we  are  wholly  unacquainted,  and  without  any  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  ability  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  admission. 
In  such  cases,  we  have  been  compelled,  according  to  law,  to 
refuse  admittance  ;  but  this  is  always  unpleasant  to  us,  as  well 
as  distressing  to  the  patient,  and  annoying  to  those  who  accom- 
pany  him.  We  would,  therefore,  urge  those  who  send  their 
friends  to  the  Asylum,  not  to  neglect  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  necessary  means  to  obtain  admission. 

The  By-laws  also  provide : — “That  patients  of  all  classes, 
before  admission  to  the  Asylum,  shall  be  made  perfectly  free 
from  all  contagious  or  infectious  diseases ;  that  they  shall  be 
provided  with  suitable  clothing,  sufficient  for  one  or  more 
changes ;  that  a  written  history  of  the  patient  be  sent  with 
him,  or  that  he  be  accompanied  with  a  person  capable  of  giv¬ 
ing  such  information  ;  that  a  written  request  for  his  admission 
be  made  out,  and  signed  by  some  friend  of  the  patient,  and 
that  a  certificate  ol  insanity,  from  at  least  one  respectable 
physician,  be  sent  with  the  patient.” 
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